
 

RULE-MAKING ORDER CR-103P (May 2009) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.360) 

Agency:   Washington Horse Racing Commission 
. Permanent Rule Only 
Effective date of rule: 
 Permanent Rules 

 31 days after filing.  
 Other (specify)              (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required and should be 

stated below) 

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule? 
   Yes          No          If Yes, explain:        
 

Purpose:   To amend WAC 260-24-580 to require all assistant starters, or anyone appointed by the official starter to assist 
with handling horses in the starting gate to wear safety vests. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Citation of existing rules affected by this order: 
    Repealed:       
    Amended: WAC 260-24-580 
    Suspended:       

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 67.16.020 & RCW 67.16.040  

Other authority :       

PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making) 
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 10-02-035   on December 30, 2009. 
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version:   
 

 
 

If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by 
contacting:   

 Name:      
Address:      

phone  (   )                  
fax       (   )                  
e-mail                        
 
 
 

 

Date adopted:   February 11, 2010  
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NAME (TYPE OR PRINT) 
Douglas L. Moore 
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TITLE 
Deputy Secretary 
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Note:    If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero. 
No descriptive text. 

 
Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note. 

A section may be counted in more than one category.   

 
The number of sections adopted in order to comply with: 

 
Federal statute:  New        Amended        Repealed        

Federal rules or standards:  New        Amended        Repealed        

Recently enacted state statutes:  New        Amended        Repealed        

           

           

 
 
 
The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity: 
 

  New        Amended   Repealed        

 
 
 
 
 
The number of sections adopted in the agency’s own initiative: 
 

  New        Amended 1  Repealed        

 
 
 
 
 
The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures: 
 

  New        Amended 1  Repealed        

 
 
 
 
The number of sections adopted using: 
 

Negotiated rule making:  New        Amended 1  Repealed        

Pilot rule making:  New        Amended        Repealed        

Other alternative rule making:  New        Amended        Repealed        
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-03-008, filed 1/8/09, effective
2/8/09)

WAC 260-24-580  Starter and assistant starters.  (1) The
starter is responsible for the following duties:

(a) Approve all horses which have never started to ensure that
the horse is familiar with, and capable of, breaking from the
starting gate.

(b) Ensure all participants have an equal opportunity to a
fair start;

(c) Supervise the assistant starters;
(d) Provide a sufficient number of assistant starters for each

race;
(e) Assign the starting gate stall positions to assistant

starters and notify the assistant starters of their respective
stall positions, or assign a foreman to act in his behalf, before
post time for each race;

(f) Assess and make recommendations to the board of stewards
on the ability of each person applying for an initial jockey
license in breaking from the gate and working a horse in the
company of other horses;

(g) Load horses into the gate in any order necessary to ensure
a safe and fair start;

(h) Recommend to the stewards horses that should be scratched
because a horse at the starting gate is refusing to load or is
unruly.

(2) The starter will place and remove horses on the starter's
list for poor or unruly behavior in the starting gate.  Horses
placed on the starter's list will be refused entry until the horse
has been satisfactorily schooled in the starting gate.  Schooling
will be under the direct supervision of the starter or his
designee.

(3) The starter has complete authority over the starting gate,
the starting of horses, and the authority to give orders, which are
not in conflict with these rules.

(4) The starter will appoint all assistant starters.
Assistant starters must first demonstrate they are adequately
trained to safely handle horses in the starting gate.  In
emergencies the starter may appoint qualified individuals to act as
substitute assistant starters.

All assistant starters, and anyone appointed by the starter to
act as a substitute assistant starter, must wear a securely
fastened safety vest, which meets the shock-absorbing protection
required in WAC 260-12-180(2).

(5) Assistant starters may not:
(a) Handle or take charge of any horse in the starting gate

without the expressed permission of the starter;
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(b) Impede the start of a race;
(c) Strike a horse with a whip;
(d) Use a device, unless approved by the stewards, to assist

in the loading of a horse into the starting gate;
(e) Slap, boot or otherwise dispatch a horse from the starting

gate;
(f) Strike or use abusive language to a jockey; or
(g) Accept or solicit any gratuity or payment other than

his/her regular salary, directly or indirectly, for services in
starting a race.

(6) The starter and assistant starters will report all
unauthorized activities to the stewards.


